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The Second Sunday In Lent

February 28, 2021

Prelude & Words of Greeting
Litany of Renewal In Purpose and Grace Alone In Jesus Christ – Psalm 18
Pastor: Today as we share our Lenten journey, we pray to be alive and anew thanks to God’s
faithful purpose in grace alone, so we worship, in the name of The Father, and of The
Son, and of The Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.
Pastor: Friends, God’s Word invites us, to call upon the Lord, for power and purpose, for grace
and hope. From his temple, God hears our voices; our every cry reaches his ears. Let us
take a moment of silence to confess our sins, and those times we have failed to call on
Christ alone, The Rock of our salvation. (silence for reflection) The Lord has reached
down from the heavens and taken hold of us. Friends, take hold of the power and purpose
of God’s grace alone in these words: Jesus saves; Jesus forgives you all your sins. The
Lord takes delight in us! Be still! We are alive and anew! The Holy One is here!
Song Anew in Grace

“Be Still”

Evans

(Sung by Worship Leaders)

vs. 1

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.
Come, bow before Him now, with reverence and fear.
In Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground.
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.

Pastor: The Lord lights my lamp, even when all else is so dark. Grace and hope are revealed in
the faithfulness and saving purpose of The Lord’s grace alone in my life! Blessed be my
Rock! Exalted be the God of my salvation! The Lord delivers me! I am forever calm! I
can truly be still! The Lord is moving in this place!
Song Anew in Grace

“Be Still”

(Sung by Worship Leaders)

vs. 3

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister His grace.
No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from Him.
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.

Evans

Prayer of the Day
All:
Almighty and loving God, you bless us, save us, and grace us, in Jesus’ death and
resurrection. We give you thanks and praise; your call, calls each of us; your
purpose, gives each of us purpose; your life, gives life, to each of us, one and all. By
your Holy Spirit, increase our faith this Lenten season, to believe we are alive and
anew in your grace alone. Like Peter, when we doubt you, when we question you,
forgive us, restore us, stir us up, to surrender to you once again, to return to the
Lord with all our heart. In Jesus’ name alone, we pray. Amen.

Gospel

Mark 8:31-38

(all read bold print)

Then Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But
turning and looking at his disciples, Jesus rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” He called the crowd
with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose
it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what
will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels.” (New Revised Standard Version)
Children’s Sermon
“Purpose In Grace Alone!”

Sermon

Song of Hope Anew

Pastor Jamie Thompson

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

(Sung by Worship Leaders)

vs. 1

The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his, And he is mine forever.

vs. 2

Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul he leadeth,
And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth.

vs. 3

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love he sought me,
And on his shoulders gently laid, And home, rejoicing, brought me.

vs. 6

And so, through all the length of days, Thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise, within thy house forever.

Baker

Sharing Our Needs and Joys with God in Prayer
Pastor: ... as we pray to you, Jesus,
All:
Renew us in the blessing and purpose of your grace alone.
Pastor: All these things and whatever else you see we need, grant to us we pray, for into your
hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:
Amen.

We Receive the Gifts of Life from God in Holy Communion
The Words of Institution & The Lord’s Prayer
All:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.

Strengthened to Live Today, All Our Days, In The Grace of Christ
Pastor: Friends, return to The Lord your God with all your heart; be alive and anew in God’s
grace alone! The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you his peace. In the
name of The Father and of The Son and of The Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.

Going Anew In Purpose & Grace

“Better Is One Day”

(Sung by Worship Leaders)

vs. 1

How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord almighty
My soul doth long and even faints for You
For here my heart is satisfied Within Your presence
I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings

ref:

Better is one day in Your courts, Better is one day in Your house,
Better is one day in Your courts, Than thousands elsewhere
Better is one day in Your courts, Better is one day in Your house,
Better is one day in Your courts, Than thousands elsewhere.
Than thousands elsewhere.

Redman

Song During Holy Communion
“Your Grace Is Enough”

Maher

(Sung by Worship Leaders)

vs. 1

Great is Your faithfulness, oh God.
You wrestle with the sinner’s restless heart.
You lead us by still waters into mercy,
And nothing can keep us apart.
So remember Your people, remember Your children,
Remember your promise, oh God.

ref 1:

Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough for me.
Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough for me.

bridge: So remember Your people, remember Your children,
Remember your promise, oh God.
ref 2:

Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough for me.
Your grace is enough, Heaven reaches out to us.
Your grace is enough for me.
God I see Your grace is enough; I’m covered in Your love,
Your grace is enough for me, for me.
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Join us next Sunday, March 7, 9:30 a.m., as we share
The Third Sunday In Lent, “Truth In Grace Alone!”
Worship to include a Children’s Message and a Sermon from Pastor Jamie!
Worship to be 30 minutes, and to conclude with Holy Communion!
Join us in-person or via our live stream efforts on our Facebook page, under “videos.”
Throughout the Lenten season, midweek Lenten services will be on our Facebook page
under “videos;” with services accessible beginning each Wednesday morning.
Bulletins for midweek services are available via daily devotions and on our Facebook page.
If helpful, you can access the bulletins and our Facebook page on our website
(lordoflifemn.org).
Join us for our Annual Meeting TODAY at 10:15 a.m.!
You can join us in person or via Zoom. Meeting ID 661 543 1177 Passcode 16200
You can begin joining us via Zoom at 10:05 a.m. 50 members are needed for a quorum.
As we share worship in this new way, we are seeking volunteers to assist
with greeting, ushering, serving communion,
live streaming, AV ministry, set up, clean up, worship leaders, and more!
You can access details and ways to sign up on our website and Facebook page! Thank you!
Friends, today as always, all who proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, are welcome to
God’s table of grace as we share Holy Communion. Communion will be offered to you
following the closing song as you exit the sanctuary, as we share pre-packaged single servings
of communion, including a wafer and grape juice. Carefully pull back the first tab
to expose the host, the body of Christ, given for you; then pull back the second tab
to expose the blood of Christ, shed for you!
Please ask for assistance or clarification as you are served!
For those sharing their generosity today, we thank you for your faithful giving!
Offering is collected in baskets by the ushers as you exit the sanctuary.
For those who are not able to join us for worship, you are invited to receive drive-through
communion, available Sundays, 10:15-10:30 a.m. at the front curb near the church entrance.
We hope having the service provided for you in this way, will touch you, comfort you,
reassure you, and grace you in some way! If you believe others you know would be blessed to
receive this bulletin, the sermon notes, or our live stream links, please forward these to them.
In this time when we are committed to safety and social distancing, please trust we are equally
committed to keeping us socially and spiritually connected!
On behalf of the Kingdom of God, thank you for the ways you make God and neighbor first!
From everyone on every level of leadership and service,
we continue to pray for you and to give thanks to God for each of you!
Please contact Pastor Jamie if he can serve you in any way: jamie.thompson@lordoflifemn.org
We pray The Holy Spirit breathes anew on us to be God’s people and to be God’s Church,
as together we make known and we trust anew
God’s gifts of hope, peace, justice, clarity, calm, and comfort forever break forth in new ways
for you and your loved ones, today, and as we share every gift of God’s light, love, and grace!

“PURPOSE IN GRACE ALONE!” – FEBRUARY 28, 2021
THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
GENESIS 17:1-7, 15-16; ROMANS 4:13-25; MARK 8:31-38
Promises for your pocket or purse - Take notes and carry them with you.
`Why am I here?’ `What is the meaning of life?’ `What is my purpose?’ If someone could
find the simple answer to these questions that satisfied everyone, many books would be sold.
Questions like these can either wear us down, or drive us to dig deeper. The findings we
discover along our journey can do the same. When it comes to our spiritual walk, these
questions are often at the center of balancing faith and purpose. `Why has God placed me
here?’ `What is the meaning of my life in Christ?’ `What is God’s purpose for me?’ As we
hear in Mark today, Jesus tells the disciples why he is here, what the meaning and purpose
are for his suffering and death and resurrection. Of course, Peter challenges the purpose.
Still looking for the answers? A lot of Books have been sold - The #1 Bestseller of all time
has the answer! As our Lenten journey goes forward, let us seek and surrender to the
purpose God has for us in our Savior, The One who came to fulfill God’s every purpose in
grace alone!

1.

2.

Why am I here? What is the meaning of life? What is my purpose? What is God calling
me to do? What is my mission? Good questions. Good questions to ask The Holy Spirit
to answer in God’s grace alone. Mark 8:31-33

A.

Life’s events and life’s journey and our walk in The Spirit find us asking these
questions.

B.

No better person to ask, than Christ who has come to us, to fulfill God’s every
purpose in God’s grace alone!

Do you ever wonder what today is for, why God sent you? Be alive and anew! Trust The
Spirit is ready, forever revealing, continuing to make known, and we will see our purpose,
our meaning, our life, our answers are not in the human, but in the divine, in the grace
alone of Jesus Christ!

A.

It is only human to feel secure in the human. Mark 8:33

B.

The Spirit will come to us again and again to reveal our purpose, our mission, is to
trust God’s purpose in grace alone:

3.

i.

To be part of the covenant; to be God’s. Genesis 17:7

ii.

To believe; we are God’s. Romans 4:20-25

iii.

To surrender; to let God be God. Mark 8:34-38

Trust The Spirit is driving us to give God our very best! As we share this Lenten season,
be alive and anew, spring up, and trust Jesus’ purpose, Jesus’ mission, is to make clear
God’s purpose, in grace alone! Trust “thy will,” God’s will and purpose, are complete for
you in Jesus Christ, giving you purpose, revealing your true meaning, identity, and
calling for a life time, for all eternity in grace alone! Romans 4:13-16; Mark 8:31

