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“CELEBRATING SIGNS OF LOVE IN THE GRACE OF JESUS CHRIST!” %

The Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost October 18, 2020

Opening Song Gathering In Spirit & Grace “Glory, Glory, Hallelujah!”
(Sung by Worship Leaders)

Glory, glory, hallelujah! Since I laid my burden down.
Glory, glory, hallelujah! Since I laid my burden down.

Feel like shouting, “Hallelujah!” Since I laid my burden down.
Feel like shouting, “Hallelujah!” Since I laid my burden down.

Glory, glory, hallelujah! Since I laid my burden down.
Glory, glory, hallelujah! Since I laid my burden down.

Since I laid my burden down.

Litany Trusting God’s Signs of Love, Based on Psalm 96

Pastor: Today, we celebrate, we sing glory, glory, hallelujah; we trust anew every sign of love is
yours, gracious God, entrusted into our care, as you bless and grace us, so we worship in
the name of The Father, and of The Son, and of The Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

Pastor: People of God: All other gods of the people are idols; The Lord alone made the heavens
and the earth. Let us take a moment of silence to confess our sins and those times we
have failed to love first The One who has his name on everything. (silence for reflection)
Friends in Christ: Trust anew the One who blesses you with signs of love in the grace of
these words: Jesus saves; Jesus forgives you all your sins. Great is the Lord! Trust anew
the One who has His name on you! This is our Father’s world!

Prayer of the Day

All: Almighty and loving God, we thank you and praise you, for all good gifts around us,
are sent from heaven above. By your Holy Spirit and grace, we love the Lord with
all our heart, and we trust anew, we are entrusted with every sign of love you place
into our care. Give us faith to follow Jesus, to see your name alone is on everything,
to see your name is on each of us, one and all, for you are the truest and most
faithful Sign of love. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.



Hearing The Word of God

Gospel Matthew 22:15-22 (all read bold print)
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their disciples to
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way
of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with
partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But
Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me
the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head
is this, and whose title?”” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then Jesus said to them, “Give
therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. (NRSV)

“Jesus Loves Me” (Sung by Worship Leaders) & Children’s Sermon

Sermon “Signs of Love . .. All Is God’s!” Pastor Jamie Thompson

Song of Abundant Grace “This Is My Father’s World”
(Sung by Worship Leaders)

vs. 1 This is my Father’s world, And to my list’ning ears,
All nature sings, and round me rings, The music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought,
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought.

vs. 2 This is my Father’s world; The birds their carols raise;
The morning light, the lily white, Declare their maker’s praise.
This is my Father’s world; He shines in all that’s fair.
In the rustling grass, I hear him pass; He speaks to me ev’rywhere.

vs. 3 This is my Father’s world; Oh, let me not forget,
That, though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world; Why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is King, let the heavens ring; God reigns, let the earth be glad!

Sharing Our Needs and Joys with God in Prayer
Pastor: ...as we pray to you, Jesus,
All: We trust anew in your signs of love and grace.

Pastor: All these things and whatever else you see we need, grant to us we pray, for into your
hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.



We Receive the Gifts of Life from God in Holy Communion
The Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.

Strengthened to Live Today, and All Our Days, In The Grace of Christ

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace, as you trust anew every
sign of God’s love, in the grace of Jesus Christ. In the name of The Father, and of The
Son, and of The Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

Pastor: Let us go in the peace of Christ, celebrating the love of God, blessed to be God’s people
and God’s Church, together serving The Lord of life.
All: Thanks be to God!

Going Anew in Grace & Hope “My Life Is In You, Lord”
(Sung by Worship Leaders)

My life is in You, Lord, my strength is in You, Lord,
My hope is in You, Lord, in You, it’s in You;
My life is in You, Lord, my strength is in You, Lord,
My hope is in You, Lord, in You, it’s in You.

| will praise You with all of my life,

| will praise You with all of my strength;
With all of my life, with all of my strength.
All of my hope is in You.

My life is in You, Lord, my strength is in You, Lord,
My hope is in You, Lord, in You, it’s in You;

My life is in You, Lord, my strength is in You, Lord,
My hope is in You, Lord, in You, it’s in You, in You.



Songs During Holy Communion  “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
(Sung by Worship Leaders)

vs. 1 | have decided to follow Jesus,
| have decided to follow Jesus,
| have decided to follow Jesus,
No turning back, No turning back!

vs. 2  Though no one joins me, still 1 will follow,
Though no one joins me, still I will follow,
Though no one joins me, still I will follow,
No turning back, No turning back!

vs. 3  The world behind me, the cross before me,
The world behind me, the cross before me,
The world behind me, the cross before me,
No turning back, No turning back! (repeat first verse)

“] Could Sing of Your Love Forever” Smith

(Sung by Worship Leaders)

Over the mountains and the sea Your river runs with love for me,
And I will open up my heart, and let the Healer set me free.

I’'m happy to be in the truth, and | will daily lift my hands,

For 1 will always sing of when Your love came down.

ref: I could sing of Your love forever,
I could sing of Your love forever,
I could sing of Your love forever,
I could sing of Your love forever. (repeat entire song)

Join us next Sunday, October 25, as we celebrate
Reformation Sunday Worship, “Signs of Love ... Change Everything!”
Wear something red to share in the spirit of this festive day!
Worship to include a Children’s Message and a Sermon from Pastor Jamie!
Worship to be 30 minutes, and to conclude with Holy Communion!

As we share worship in this new way, we are seeking volunteers to assist
with greeting, ushering, serving communion,
live streaming, AV ministry, set up, clean up, worship leaders, and more!
You can access details and ways to sign up on our website and Facebook page! Thank you!



Friends, today as always, all who proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, are welcome to
God’s table of grace as we share Holy Communion. Communion will be offered to you
following the closing song as you exit the sanctuary, as we share pre-packaged single servings
of communion, including a wafer and grape juice. Carefully pull back the first tab
to expose the host, the body of Christ, given for you; then pull back the second tab
to expose the blood of Christ, shed for you!

Please ask for assistance or clarification as you are served!

For those sharing their generosity today, we thank you for your faithful giving!
Offering is collected in baskets by the ushers as you exit the sanctuary.
For those who wish to volunteer to serve on future Sundays, please see the Signup Genius links
in the LINK, and on our Facebook page. Thank you for giving in this blessed way!

For those who are not able to join us for worship, you are invited to receive drive-through
communion, available Sundays, 10:15-10:30 a.m. at the front curb near the church entrance.

We hope having the service provided for you in this way, will touch you, comfort you,
reassure you, and grace you in some way! If you believe others you know would be blessed to
receive this bulletin, the sermon notes, or our live stream links, please forward these to them.

In this time of social distancing, please trust that we are committed to doing everything possible
to slow the spread of the coronavirus, and yet, please also trust that we are equally committed
to keeping us socially and spiritually connected!

On behalf of the Kingdom of God, thank you for the ways you make God and neighbor first!

A most holy and blessed Sunday to each of you and your loved ones!

From everyone on every level of leadership and service, please know during these days,
days filled with new opportunities, possibilities, information to process and evaluate, and yet,
still so many questions, we continue to pray for you and to give thanks to God for each of you!
Please contact Pastor Jamie if he can serve you in any way: jamie.thompson@Ilordoflifemn.org

We pray The Holy Spirit breathes anew on us to be God’s people and to be God’s Church,
as together we make known and we trust anew
God’s gifts of hope, peace, justice, clarity, calm, and comfort forever break forth in new ways
for you and your loved ones, today, and as we share every sign of God’s love and grace!
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“SIGNS OF LOVE ... ALL IS GOD’S!” - OCTOBER 18, 2020
THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
ISAIAH 45:1-7; 1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-10; MATTHEW 22:15-22
Promises for your pocket or purse - Take notes and carry them with you.

“It’s mine, mine, mine!” Our world, our lives, often tell us to put our name on our
possessions. We can get caught up measuring what people have. Once we have something,
we usually try to protect it. Sometimes there is a fine line between protecting and sharing,
or keeping it all for ourselves. Names and identifying marks tell us what belongs to who.
The Pharisees ask, "Is it right to pay taxes?' Jesus replies, “Give to those what belongs to
them.” What Jesus teaches here is radically different from anyone else - "Everything comes
from heaven. Itis created there and originates there! Everything is God’s, God’s, God’s!"
When we want everything to be ours, ours, ours; we fall short. As the Holy Spirit fills us to
trust every sign of love is entrusted to us, further trust the Holy Spirit is revealing to us
what belongs to God: Everything! Celebrate and trust all God is doing with every sign of
love, for God’s identifying mark is on it all, God's name and grace are on us all!

1. The world, our egos, our desires, our humanness, all encourage us, tempt us, and invite us
to claim as much as possible for ourselves.

A. The Pharisees and the Herodians wanted to get, get, get; they wanted to win, win,
win. Matthew 22:15-17,22

B. Jesus forces the Pharisees and the Herodians to hear the clear message.
Matthew 22:21

I. This text is about far more than just money.
ii. "What belongs to this world and what belongs to God.'

C. Isaiah 45:3,7; Matthew 22:21 It is radical for us to move from:

I. the material, to the spiritual; to trust all entrusted to us, and what is central
and life-giving to our core.

ii. private to public; secular to sacred; self to neighbor; one to all; me to
Kingdom; earth to heaven; stuff to signs of love.

2. Do we see God’s name and claim on everything? Anything? And yet, we are blessed to
trust every sign of love God has entrusted to us!

A. God has his name on everything — everything is God’s!
Isaiah 45:4; Matthew 22:21-22

I. How do we not render to God what is rightfully God’s — namely our lives,
our devotion, and our discipleship?

ii. Wanting it all, wanting our name on most of it, is only human. That is why
the beyond-human act of the cross was needed, to make us, keep us, save us,
as God’s!

iii.  God made sure what was God's would always be God's.



B. God has made us, one and all, God's, God's, God's! Isaiah 45:1-4

C. Look for God’s identifying mark! As individuals and as a congregation, as the
people of God, as Lord of Life, we are God’s:

I. 1 Thessalonians 1:4 - signs of love, His chosen ones!
ii. 1 Thessalonians 1:5 - given Word and Power!

iii. 1 Thessalonians 1:6 - imitators, in spite of persecution!
Iv. 1 Thessalonians 1:7 - examples!

V. 1 Thessalonians 1:8 - in faith!
Vi. 1 Thessalonians 1:9 - messengers to welcome others!
vii. 1 Thessalonians 1:10 - witnesses waiting for Christ's return.

D. God's love has freely entrusted much to us and to our care. God is the owner, God
gives it to us to take care of, since every sign of love, is God’s, God’s, God’s!!

What Jesus teaches here is radically different from anyone or anything else - "Everything
comes from heaven. It is created there, originates there!” When we want it all to be ours;
we fall short. His name is on us! Look for God's identifying mark, on what is most
important to our God! Trust we are entrusted with every sign of love, by The One whose
name is on us, one and all: God’s, God’s, God’s! Isaiah 45:3-5; Matthew 22:21-22



